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Fifth Sunday of Easter  April 28, 2024
Prelude
Ring the Chimes 
Welcome and Announcements
Passing the Peace of Christ				

*Call to Worship
In the wilderness, water brings life. 
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water. 
In the Word of God, the good news gives light. 
Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 
In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior nourishes everyone. Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 
Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 
Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness.

*Opening Hymn  #232	“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

*Call to Confession: 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess to God and to one another our failure to love our neighbor.

*Prayer of Confession  
God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of the Spirit. We have not loved others as you have loved us. We have denied the promises of baptism and cut ourselves off from you. Forgive us, restore us, that we may abide in your love and live out your mercy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
You have already been cleansed by the word that God has spoken to you. In baptism God claimed you and joined you to Christ, as branches to a vine. Believe the promise given to you: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

*Gloria Patri

Children’s Sermon

Scripture Readings		John 15:1-8

Sermon   		“Vineyard Maintenance 101”	

* Hymn  #450		“Be Thou My Vision”

Birthdays
Joys/Concerns/Prayers of the People

Call to Offering
Offering what we have for the sake of others is a discipline of pruning—letting go of our possessions, our time, and even ourselves— to extend the gospel witness into the world. Be generous in your ministry of giving. You need not fear; you abide in the vine.

Offertory
*Doxology

Prayer of Thanksgiving for our Tithes and Offerings
Through our offerings, O God, give your loving Spirit to a world in need of comfort. Make our many gifts one offering for the world; in the name of Jesus. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #233	 	“The Day of Resurrection!”

* Charge and Benediction
Go out with joy that you have been fed and healed, securely abiding as branches of the true vine. Go and tell the story of faith that is given to you by the One who never lets you go. Seek out those who abound with sacred questions, and be ready to answer a mystery with love.

As Jesus entered into human life, his life is still alive in you. The blessing of Almighty God be upon you today and always.

*Postlude
